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Tkach-Kawasaki Seminar 2022-23

Leslie Tkach-Kawasaki, Associate Professor, Grad. School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Contact information GH##%J51%)  tkach.kawasaki.l.fp (at) u.tsukuba.ac.jp (at 1Z @)

EIF—/LOE [ Introduction
Subject Specification: Political Communication My seminar is structured in a PBL (problem-based learning)

(B2 =2 =4—33 ) ,Mediaand format. The seminar content emphasizes learning how to do
Internet Studies (A5 4 7 &1 % —>+  research and applying different research methods to issues or
NEFZ2) . Internet Research Methodology problems. By doing so, students can choose appropriate ‘

(A 2 —3 v MFEHE) | Social methods to investigate their chosen research topic. #AD ¥ X
Network Analysis (¥ —3 ¢ /L% v k17— (IPBL (FREMRIRASAE) D LD ek T4, ¥ 3

27 7 43H71) . and Content/Thematic Analysis Tili Eﬂﬁj’%@@bjﬁi%%ﬁ)\ fhx &ﬁ%ﬂ‘:&?ﬁiﬁ%

(N% « 7—~%#T) . Most students use P”EJFES BT DL ﬁ%ﬁ%ﬁﬁ\ﬂ\i“ f;m:i
interviews, content analysis (PN 243 #H7), 72 \%E\@ H El@ﬁﬁjb? —;\7 EPET 5 O Rt
surveys (7 > 47— ), and similar AFEEZER TS LI Y £T,

methodologies.

Objective/Description: The seminar is conducted throughout the year and emphasizes practical research design
and methodological approaches. i#@4-, € X 23ME & - TEARWRMIET A > LWk Z — IR T 5.

£ I Day/Time: During 2025-26, the seminar is being held on Mondays, Period 5. During the spring semester, we
meet online (as | am usually in Kuala Lumpur at the UT Malaysia branch campus). In the fall, we meet face to face,
usually on Mondays, period 5.

Important Points:
1. Readings will be in English and Japanese. (H AGE « HFEDR L2 S ET D)
2. You can write your independent thesis (J#7) and/or your graduation thesis (2535 3C) in English or Japanese.
(A ARGE F 721X E5E TSR S - F3Emm a2 EH <)
3. Seminar discussion and presentations will be in English and Japanese. (£ TOF 4 AH v a ix, H
ARFEETITEFETE IR D) .

EIIZABHE © (1) Interview with the instructor and open attendance at ¥ X (Nov./Dec.) (please contact her
by email); (2) Decision by instructor / student about attending £ X in 2026-27 (end Jan.)

WE L 2 B PR, Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites, but students should be prepared to learn how to
use basic statistical methods (through Excel, SPSS, or R), bring their notebook computers or smartphones to the ¥
<, and be unafraid of making presentations in front of a small group.

7% R bk /Textbooks and materials:
Assigned according to students’ research topics and interests.

BATES M - BRAERTAH R, Requirements and grading:

Grading is based on ¥ < participation (attendance and actual performance/attitude during the seminar).

ZEEEFHSL (Themes/Examples)

®  “Youtube Beauty Gurus” (2011-12) ° NESNEISIZBIT AT AT 27 47 1 OffeFs & Bx—TEMH
° MEABMKIRTRICE T 2HEDON ANELER R4 Y ADMHEL (2013-14)
ARHHT) (2012-13) ®  “Branding of Disaster Relief Efforts: A Case Study of the 2011 Japan
®  “Language and ldentity” (2012-13) Earthquake and Tsunami” (2013-14)
®  “Relating Media Interactions to Racial | ® FTH 2] LT ) XA—Y =Y L AT 47 LHBICED
Cognition: A Case Study of Malaysia” 71 XL OFEEEE—(2018-19)
(2020-21)




CHOTANI Vindu Mai Seminar (Politics and International
Relations in the Indo-Pacific)

CHOTANI Vindu Mai, Assistant Professor, Institute of Human and Social Sciences
Fak= TRy <A, B#E AR

1. Introduction

The Indo-Pacific region is home to over 50 percent of the world’s population (posited to be 65 percent by some)
— including the world's most populous countries, India and China. The region has also become the hotbed of
U.S.- China contention, and is home to middle powers such as Japan, Australia, Indonesia, Singapore. Amongst
many, some key trends from the region include issues related to maritime security, competition with regards to
infrastructure and connectivity projects, rising military budgets, climate induced impacts, the politics of gender,
cyber security and so on.

The objective of this seminar is to enable students with an interest in the Indo-Pacific to deepen their knowledge
and hone their research skills by conducting research on a topic of their interest. | would like students to have a
participatory approach where we can have in-depth discussion and debates on books and articles.

In 2026-27, my research project will focus on the Indian Ocean region (IOR), a less studied, albeit important
part of the Indo-Pacific. For students interested in maritime security, geopolitics and infrastructure development
in the IOR, please do join my seminar.

Grading: attendance (20%), presentation of research (40%) and participation (40%)

2. Semester, period and venue

Spring AB, Thursday, Period 5 (15:15~16:30) AAB A5

Autumn AB, Thursday, Period 5 (15:15 ~ 16:30) £KAB AKHE 5

For 2026-27, we can decide on a new day/ time based on consultation with the students.

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule

It is recommended that you take the course “International Relations in the Asia-Pacific” (BC16301)

(1) Please e-mail a memo of the topic you are keen to develop and motivation statement (400-500 words):
10th December 2025.

(2) Interview with the instructor: 12th December 2025.

(3) Decision by instructor: 9th January 2026.

4. Additional information
Contact: chotani.mai.gp@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
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MADANI Zia Seminar (Topics in International Law)

Seyed Ziaeddin MADANI, Assistant Professor, Institute of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Introduction

International law is an evolving body of rules and norms that governs relations between states, international
organizations, and increasingly, non-state actors. In a globalized world marked by rapid political, economic,
climatic, and technological changes, international law needs to continuously adapt to address new challenges
and opportunities. This course, Topics in International Law, explores the most recent legal trends, cases, and
governance developments that are reshaping the international legal landscape.

Throughout the course, we will critically examine contemporary issues such as climate change and
environmental law, humanitarian law challenges, Al and other emerging technologies governance, international
institutions, human rights protections, and the role of international courts and tribunals in resolving disputes.
Through engaging with key legal instruments, landmark case law, and theoretical perspectives, students will
gain a deep understanding of the dynamic nature of international law and its implications for global governance.
This course will combine lectures, class discussions, case studies presented by students, and research projects
aiming to equip students with the analytical tools necessary to critically assess current legal issues and to
understand the evolving role of international law in addressing global challenges. Through this course, students
will not only engage with the practical application of international legal principles but also reflect on the broader
impact of these developments on state sovereignty, global justice, and international cooperation.

Grading: attendance (20%), presentation (40%) and engagement/participation in the discussion (40%)

2. Semester, period and venue
Fall ABC, Fridays, Period 2
Spring ABC, Fridays, Period 2
Venue: TBD

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule

1- It is recommended but not mandatory that student take “Introduction to International Law”, “International
Humanitarian Law”, “International Environmental Law”or/and “International Law of the Sea”

2- This Seminar will be conducted in English. Students will each be assigned case studies to research and present
in the class. The Seminar discussion and presentations as well as the thesis will also be in English.

3- To apply, write an expression of interest email within OCT-NOV (as well as any questions, requests, etc.) to
the instructor at the following email address. madani.ziaeddin.gp@u.tsukuba.ac.jp by December 1% the latest.

The final decision regarding acceptance/rejection will be announced by mid-December.

4, Additional information
Contact: madani.ziaeddin.gp@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
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fourth edition, Westview Press.
Todaro, M.P. and S. Smith (2020), Economic Development, 13th edition, Addison Wesley.
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DEER Seminar (Selected Topics in Applied Microeconomics)

VUONG Dinh Tuan Nguyen, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Introduction

The DEER (Development and Environmental Economics Research) Seminar is designed to equip students with
effective strategies and approaches in applied microeconomics, with a particular focus on environmental issues
in developing countries. The seminar will cover three main topics: (i) evaluating the economic impact of
environmental changes, (ii) exploring the environmental externalities of economic development, and (iii)
analyzing public policy. At the beginning of the course, the instructor will provide a reading list, and no specific
textbook is required.

Students participating in the seminar will be expected to present papers from the reading list. The instructor will
deliver lectures as needed to enhance the learning experience. Grades will be determined based on attendance
(20%), presentation (30%), and a research proposal (50%). Evaluation criteria will focus on the quality of
literature reviews and the feasibility of the proposed research. Students are encouraged to meet with the
instructor outside of seminar sessions to discuss their research ideas.

2. Semester, period and venue

Semester: Spring and Fall.
Time: To be determined.
Venue: To be determined.

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule

Prerequisites:
- Statistics (BC51181 or equivalence) or Econometrics (BC12061 or equivalence),
- Development Economics (BC12731 or equivalence) or Public Economics (BC11751 or equivalence)
or Intermediate Microeconomics (BC11861 or equivalence).

Selection schedule:

Oct 20 - Dec 10: Contact the instructor by email and arrange an appointment.
Dec 15: Deadline for applications by e-mail.

Dec 16 - Feb 1: Selection period by the instructor.

Feb 2: Notification of selection results

4., Additional information

Email: vuong.nguyen.ge@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
Office: Humanities and Social Sciences Building A306
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MOGES Seminar in Development Economics & Policies
MOGES Abu Girma, Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

Course Description: This seminar explores the issues of economic growth, income
distribution, economic policy, income inequality, poverty, social wellbeing and
vulnerability from an interrelated perspective. Emphasis will be made on specific
topics on the basis of research topics of students. The process and challenges of
economic development are discussed with historical and contemporary contexts.
Students will have opportunities to examine the different and competing theories of
economic development and their economic policy recommendations to address
pressing economic, social and political problems in developing countries.

Objective: The main objective of the seminar is to equip students with the analytical
skills and research methods in development economics and policy issues. The seminar
discusses theories, policies, and country experiences to understand major issues in
development economics and policy.

Approach: This seminar emphasizes on participatory approach of students in which
selected economic development issue in developing and developed countries are
discussed. The seminar involves extensive reading and discussion so as to expose
students to diverse ideas and methodologies. It also helps students prepare themselves
to conduct research on issues of their choice.

Contact Information and Seminar Room: Please contact the teacher by e-mail to
express interest to join the seminar. Screening, interview and decision follow
afterwards.

Venue: Seminar Room 1C402
Date &Time: Wednesdays 16:45 ~ 18:00pm

Seminar Recruitment for 2024-2025:

If you are interested to join the seminar, please contact me by e-mail at
agmoges@gmail.com. The deadline for expression of interest is December 15, 2024.
Decision for acceptance will be announced by early February, 2025.
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Zhengfei Yu Seminar (Selected Topics in Program Evaluation)

Zhengfei Yu, Associate Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Introduction

Program evaluation is about discovering and measuring the causal effects of programs or policy
interventions. This course is intended to equip 3"-year students with popular strategies and approaches in
empirical researches using cross sectional or panel data. Main topics include: elements in causal
inference, randomized controlled trials (RTC), permutation test, differences-in-differences (DID), the
sample selection model, instrumental variables (revisited from a perspective deeper than that in
BC12061), propensity scores, regression discontinuity (RD) designs and distributional/quantile treatment
effects.

A reading list will be provided by the instructor at the beginning of the course. There is no required
textbook.

Participating students are expected to present the papers from the reading list. The instructor will give
lectures when necessary. Grades are based on attendance (20%), presentation (30%) and a term paper or
assigned projects (50%). Students can choose either a term paper or assigned projects. Assigned
projects are based on datasets used by published papers. Students are asked to replicate the main results
of these papers and answer related questions.

2. Semester, period and venue
Semester: Spring and Fall
Time: Thursday, period 4
Venue: 3K326

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule
Prerequisites: Statistics (BC12031 or equivalence) and Econometrics (BC12061 or equivalence)

Selection schedule:

Oct. 20 -- Dec. 10 Contact the instructor by email and arrange an appointment.
Dec.15 -- Deadline for applications by e-mail.

Dec.16 -- Feb. 1 Selection period by the instructor.

Feb. 2 Notification of selection results

4, Additional information
E-mail: yu.zhengfei.gn@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
Office: Jinsha A305
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Ramdani Seminar (GISS for Social Sciences)

Fatwa Ramdani, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Introduction

This seminar is designed to help you enhance your understanding and interest in using cutting-edge
technology to address contemporary societal challenges. Throughout the course, we will explore numerous
papers, books, and reports that have effectively tackled social issues using Geographic Information Systems
and Science (GISS). You will gain hands-on experience with tools such as QGIS, Google Earth Engine
(GEE), and RStudio, working with diverse geospatial datasets. Additionally, if needed, we will provide
instruction on utilizing high-precision Global Positioning System (GPS) equipment.

Moreover, a crucial aspect of scientific work lies in effectively disseminating results. Therefore, this seminar
will also cover the art of crafting high-quality research theses, scientific articles, and even articles geared
towards a broader audience.

For this course, there are no specific textbooks or required references. Students who haven't chosen research
topics yet will receive a list of papers from which they can select their presentation material. Undergraduate,
master's, and doctoral students who already have research topics must present their theses related to GISS.

2. Semester, period and venue

The seminar will take place online using MS Teams (access code: kxcy29g) during both the Spring and Fall
semesters. It is scheduled for Tuesdays during the 4th period, which runs from 13:45 to 15:00. However, we
are open to adjusting the timing if needed after discussing it with the students. Your grade for the seminar will
be determined by your active participation in the sessions.

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule

There are no prerequisites for attending the seminar. Here is the schedule for student selection:

October 15th to November 15th: Contact the instructor and visit the seminar. Please make sure to contact us in
advance via email.

November 15th to December 15th: The seminar is open for attendance.

December 25th: Application deadline via email.

December 25th to February 1st: Instructor-led selection period.

February 2nd: Notification of selection results.

To apply, please send an email to: fatwa.ramdani.gw@u.tsukuba.ac.jp.

4. Additional information
Students interested to join the seminar may visit my office at 3K314, from 13:00 to 15:00 on a weekday.
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SeNSE Seminar (Simona Vasilache):
SNS & Software Engineering

Simona Vasilache, Assistant Professor, Grad. School of Systems and Inf. Engineering

1. Introduction

Everybody knows and uses SNS. What are they? What areas are they used in? What are their
benefits/drawbacks? What are researchers saying about them? How can we use them, so they become
(even more) useful? We can answer all these questions together!

What is software engineering?! Can | become an engineer if | study about it? Am | going to write
software? Can | become a programmer?! Is there any difference between a computer scientist, a software
engineer and a programmer?

If we work together, we can come up with more questions (and answers).

(Definition of SE: engineering discipline concerned with all aspects through which software is developed)

We will read various articles & materials and we will discuss them during seminars, which will be a
forum for exchanging ideas. Everybody can (and must) express what they think! We will hold round-
table style discussions and, as discussions go, we may start with a certain topic and reach a very different
one. We may discover things we didn’t even know that we knew and we can come up with new &
exciting ideas.

We will try to understand the increasing role of SNS in the 21% century, mainly in the fields of science
and education. Furthermore, we will find out what software engineers do, the challenges they face and
how they differ from programmers. We will study interesting examples of success and failure stories, in
both the social networking services and software engineering fields.

Moreover, we will all have the opportunity to gain experience in understanding and writing academic
papers in English, as well as practice our presentation skills.

2. Semester, period and venue
Bi-weekly; SB building, 10" floor (room SB1014)
(Tuesday, 15.15~)

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule
#No particular prerequisites for this seminar

Contact the instructor by email (before Dec. 20) = Individual meeting with instructor / Seminar visit (Dec.-
Feb.) = Final notification of selection results (Feb. 20)

4, Additional information
E-mail contact: simona@cs.tsukuba.ac.jp
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