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Seminar in Law and Politics I and 11

B KT N SCHEE R #E# A% Charles Covell

1. EIF—noffE
Overview/Description: The Seminar is intended to provide intensive supervision of students
in the preparation of their Graduation Thesis in the general area of law and politics.

2. BAGRRERFIR

Term/Day/Time/Venue: The Seminar will take place in my office, 3K321, and will be open
throughout the academic year and with the dates and times for the supervision of individual
students being determined through mutual agreement.

3. BEEEM - ABIDHE - BER TV a2—L

Requirements: All students are welcome to attend the Seminar, and there are no conditions
laid down in advance for the purposes of their acceptance. Students who wish to attend the
Seminar should contact me direct through email so as to make a personal appointment.

Students wishing to attend my Seminar, or who are interested in doing so, are asked to contact
me direct through email (charlescovell@yahoo.com) in order to arrange an appointment for a
personal interview with me in my office (3K321), at any time during the period running from
14 October 2016 to 26 February 2017. Students will receive formal notification of their
selection for the Seminar immediately subsequent to their interview on an individual basis,
with the selection being conditional on the mutual agreement of the students concerned and
myself as relative to their research interests and their intentions with respect to the Graduation
Thesis.

4. DML (] EKESE, EAN HP - B HP DU > 7 %)

Contact Details: Students should contact me through the following email addresses:
charlescovell@yahoo.com

covell.charles.fp@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
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Zv 7 )i B
Tkach-Kawasaki Seminar 2018-19

Leslie Tkach-Kawasaki, Associate Professor, Grad. School of Humanities and Social Sciences

Contact information (H#& /7£) tkach (at) japan.email.ne.jp (at 1L @)

PIF—/VOME / Introduction

Subject Specification: Political Communication, Media and Internet Studies, Internet Research Methodology,

and Content Analysis. Most students use content analysis (PNZ543#7), surveys, interviews, and similar

methodologies.

Objective/Description: The seminar is conducted throughout the year and emphasizes practical research
design and methodological approaches

‘£ I Day/Time: At present, the seminar is held on Mondays, Period 5. A new day/time for 2019-20 may be
chosen in consultation with the students.

Important Points:

1. Readings will be in English and Japanese.

2. You can write your independent thesis (#7i) and/or your graduation thesis (Z53£7m30) in English or
Japanese.

3. Seminar discussion will be in English and Japanese.

Seminar presentations will be in English and/or Japanese.

B IIZABHEE : (1) Interview with the instructor in October or November (please contact her by email);
(2) Open attendance at the seminar; (3) Decision by instructor (student will be notified).

W L 72 B 5N,/ Prerequisites: There are no prerequisites, but students should be prepared to learn
how to use basic statistical methods (through Excel or SPSS), bring their notebook computers or smartphones
to the ¥ X, and be unafraid of making presentations in front of a small group.

7% A b /Textbooks and materials:
Will be assigned according to students’ research topics and interests.
BN SR - iEAE ¥ Requirements and grading:

Grading is based on & = participation (attendance and actual performance/attitude during the seminar).

Past topics of studentfliF and 25355 3C

e “Youtube Beauty Gurus” (2011-12)

« “Malaysian Exchange Students in Japan” (2011-12)

o AR RICBE S 2 BuEONESHT] (2012-13)

« “Language and Identity” (2012-13)

. Mt IZI T 2 BhiiE®E) ) (2013-14)

. MENETRIZHB T DT AT T 4T 4 OHMEFF L BEFE—AEMBARNETER R4 AL (2013-14)
o  “Branding of Disaster Relief Efforts: A Case Study of the 2011 Japan Earthquake and Tsunami” (2013-14)

Schedule:

Oct. - Nov. Contact the instructor by email for an interview about your research (tkach (“at” mark) japan.email.ne.jp
Nov. - Dec. Open attendance at the seminar.

End of Dec. Deadline for applications by e-mail.

End of Jan. Selection period by the instructor and notification of selection results.
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fourth edition, Westview Press.

Wilson, R. (2013), Economic Development in the Middle East, Second edition, Routledge.
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MOGES Seminar in Development Economics & Policies

MOGES Abu Girma

Course Description: This seminar explores the issues of economic growth,
income distribution, economic policy, income inequality, poverty, social wellbeing and
vulnerability from an interrelated perspective. Emphasis will be made on specific
topics on the basis of research topics of students. The process and challenges of
economic development are discussed with historical and contemporary contexts.
Students will have opportunities to examine the different and competing theories of
economic development and their economic policy recommendations to address
pressing economic, social and political problems in developing countries.

Objective: The main objective of the seminar is to equip students with the
analytical skill and research methods in development economics and policy issues. The
seminar discusses theories, policies, and country experiences to understand major
issues in development economics and policy.

Approach: This seminar emphasizes on participatory approach of students in
which selected economic development issue in developing and developed countries
are discussed. The seminar involves extensive reading and discussion so as to expose
students to diverse ideas and methodologies. It also helps students prepare themselves
to conduct research on issues of their choice.

Contact Information and Seminar Room: Please contact the teacher by e-mail to
express interest to join the seminar. Screening, interview and decision follow
afterwards.

E-mail: agmoges@gmail.com
Venue: Seminar Room A207 Social Science Office Building
Time: Tuesdays 18:30 ~ 20:00pm

Seminar Recruitment for 2018-19:
If you are interested to join the seminar, please contact me by e-mail at
agmoges@gmail.com. The deadline for expression of interest is December 15, 2018.
Decision for acceptance will be announced by early February, 2019.
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Zhengfei Yu Seminar (Selected Topics in Program Evaluation)

Zhengfei Yu, Assistant Professor, Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences

1. Introduction

Program evaluation is about discovering and measuring the causal effects of programs or policy
interventions. This course is intended to equip 3™-year students with popular strategies and approaches in
empirical researches using cross sectional or panel data. Main topics include: elements in causal
inference, randomized controlled trials (RTC), permutation test, differences-in-differences (DID), the
sample selection model, instrumental variables (revisited from a perspective deeper than that in
BC12061), propensity scores, regression discontinuity (RD) designs and distributional/quantile treatment
effects.

A reading list will be provided by the instructor at the beginning of the course. There is no required
textbook.

Participating students are expected to present the papers from the reading list. The instructor will give
lectures when necessary. Grades are based on attendance (20%), presentation (30%) and a term paper or
assigned projects (50%). Students can choose either a term paper or assigned projects. Assigned
projects are based on datasets used by published papers. Students are asked to replicate the main results

of these papers and answer related questions.

2. Semester, period and venue
Semester: Spring and Fall
Time: Thursday, period 4
Venue: 3K326

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule
Prerequisites: Statistics (BC12031 or equivalence) and Econometrics (BC12061 or equivalence)

Selection schedule:

Oct. 20 -- Dec. 10 Contact the instructor by email and arrange an appointment.
Dec.15 -- Deadline for applications by e-mail.

Dec.16 -- Feb. 1 Selection period by the instructor.

Feb. 2 Notification of selection results

4. Additional information
E-mail: yu.zhengfei.gn@u.tsukuba.ac.jp
Office: Jinsha A305
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SeNSE Seminar (Simona Vasilache):
SNS & Software Engineering

Simona Vasilache, Assistant Professor, Grad. School of Systems and Inf. Engineering

1. Introduction

Everybody knows and uses SNS. What are they? What areas are they used in? What are their
benefits/drawbacks? What are researchers saying about them? How can we use them, so they become
(even more) useful? We can answer all these questions together!

What is software engineering?! Can I become an engineer if [ study about it? Am I going to write
software? Can I become a programmer?! Is there any difference between a computer scientist, a software
engineer and a programmer?

If we work together, we can come up with more questions (and answers).

(Definition of SE: engineering discipline concerned with all aspects through which software is developed)

We will read various articles & materials and we will discuss them during seminars, which will be a
forum for exchanging ideas. Everybody can (and must) express what they think! We will hold round-
table style discussions and, as discussions go, we may start with a certain topic and reach a very different
one. We may discover things we didn’t even know we knew and we can come up with new & exciting
ideas.

We will try to understand the increasing role of SNS in the 21 century, mainly in the fields of science
and education. Furthermore, we will find out what software engineers do, the challenges they face and
how they differ from programmers. We will study interesting examples of success and failure stories, in
both the social networking services and software engineering fields.

Moreover, we will all have the opportunity to gain experience in understanding and writing academic
papers in English, as well as practice our presentation skills.

2. Semester, period and venue
Bi-weekly; SB building, 10" floor (room SB1014 or SB1001)
Spring: Friday, 15.15~ ; Fall: Monday, 15.15~ ( Wednesday, 12.15~)

3. Prerequisites, how to apply and selection schedule

#No particular prerequisites for this seminar

Contact the instructor by email (before Dec. 15) = Individual meeting with instructor (Dec., Jan.) >

Final notification of selection results (Feb. 1)

4. Additional information
E-mail contact: simona@gcs.tsukuba.ac.jp
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