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Globalising development and legal theory: Are pluralist

perspectives irritants or useful tools?
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While the reality of globalising development is visible virtually everywhere,
academics in different disciplines struggle with understanding and evaluating the
complexities of the observable processes and their implications. Neither
law-centric approaches nor attempts to disregard law as a factor in development
have yielded convincing answers to how global development occurs and may be
managed.

Approaching the field from a socio-legal angle based on earlier work by
Professor Masaji Chiba, this lecture seeks to demonstrate the practical relevance
of pluralist legal theorising. As an interdisciplinary field of activity, in which law
is of necessity merely one of several key elements, legal pluralism manifestly
irritates lawyers as well as non-lawyers. Since it observes that no one academic
discipline can claim to be the sole'leader' in pluralist navigation, it faces
suspicions of subversiveness and nihilism especially from lawyers.

The challenge for this lecture is to test to what extent and how the claims of
law as a tool of management for global development can be credibly and

sustainably maintained, at global, national and local level.

Professor Werner F. Menski
School of Oriental and African Studies (SOAS)
University of London
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